RETURN TO AFRICA              171
striving to maintain throughout the Divine point of view. Fortunately, he drops from the heavens occasionally, and mingles shrewd reflections, subtle speculations, and warm human discourse, with his narrative. They it is that have secured for the Confessions not merely immortality, but immortal interest.
After the burial of his mother, Augustine appears to have returned to Rome instead of continuing his journey to Africa. Tillemont, the great authority for dates and movements in his life, conjectures that he was deterred by news of the unsettled state of Africa owing to the campaign of Maximus. He therefore decided to remain at Rome until the struggle was over. We can well imagine with what new eyes he looked upon the life of the eternal city. He had never indeed entered into its gaiety, or admired its brutal pleasures and its dearly bought luxury. The change was chiefly in his religious outlook. He was no longer indifferent, or even cynical, with regard to its conflicting gods and rival altars. There was now a sun in his mental firmament, and he saw only what it illumined in life. The paganism of Rome he once more entirely ignores. It was not until a serious cryw will seriously question the unselfish-cr« remained iu ;m ini|*crfct:.t 'slate, aiul even ilu-M-
